
 
QCSD School Board, July 29, 2020 
 
Questions for Dr. David Damsker, Director, Bucks County Department of Health 
 
If a student or teacher/staff member has a fever and needs to return after a Covid 
test, how many days do these tests typically take to return in our county? Do we 
have testing capacity to test as many students and staff that we will most likely have 
with school being in session? 

For Dr. Damsker, with the lag in reporting that you described and the delays involved 
in receiving test results, how is it possible to base real-time decisions on old data? 

The doctor's rosy numbers are well and good for the district, but what about the 
locals where the bulk of our staff/faculty, etc. live?? 

So people getting together in large groups is not safe, but let's open schools? 

Many regional health systems are expecting a spike in cases once flu season hits in 
October or November. How concerned are you about the severity of this in Upper 
Bucks County? 
Also there’s some research to indicate peak immunity begins to kick in 3 weeks after 
you’ve been infected, and can fade after a couple months. How concerned are you 
about people being reinfected? 

Also concerned people with autoimmune diseases should be - especially those with 
preexisting respiratory conditions? 

Could also ask him: 
 
Montgomery county has said they might put additional restrictions in place, if 5-10% 
of their tests started to come back positive. 5-10% of cases in Quakertown are 
already coming back positive. How concerned should we be? 

For a mother of an Autistic child, I have many questions, one of which is children 
within the BCIU, how do you keep them separated and still have some type of social 
interaction. And how is the busing separating many seats apart. I work for Pennridge 
and that is what e are working on 

Education is essential, not schools. 

You have yet to talk about aerosols, and science has proven COVID spreads by 
aerosol spray , and at a great distance! 

Also, how do we know for sure when families leave the state they re safe. It takes 
days before symptoms show. Especially with a family recovering from Cancer 

can you see questions here? 

Much better 

So, our students should be wearing masks even if they are socially distant in the 
classroom... correct? 



So if things are looking so good, why aren’t you guys meeting in person? Just the 
board members, you could still zoom us in. 

if going forward with full time live, will there still be full day kindergarten? 

montgomery county is doing 100% virtual learning. Is this something we are going to 
be doing?? If so are kindergarteners going to need a computer for the school year? 

Dr., you have obviously never been in Qtown schools, there are no consequences 
for students NOT following rules. 

Why was the school day shortened? You want parents to transport children when 
possible, but school hours will make this impossible for many. This time frame will 
force more kids into childcare centers. Will the elementary schools be offering before 
and after school care programs in the buildings? 

Do we think there haven’t been as many cases, hospitalizations, and deaths in kids 
because we shut down schools before there was community spread? 
Like children are less affected because they haven’t been in school? 

So multiple Montco youth teams are now under quarantine due to Covid? Any 
comment? 

Have you received my questions???? 

great masks breaks will eat 20 minutes of time, between the transition to mask break 
spot and back to desks. 

So you recommend the social aspect for students. Question - at what cost? 

Strayer was told students don't have to wear masks inside the classroom. 

If we shut down other businesses when an employer tests positive, why would we 
not shut down the school? 

What will be the repercussions for students who refuse to wear masks/ or wear them 
appropriately? Please respond specifically - not just school disciple guidelines will be 
followed. Which disciple guideline specifically? 

What Dr. Damster just said, does not make sense. If a child contracts COVid, of 
course it can be contracted to others 

Isn’t lunch time usally teacher prep? Are they being compensated for doing lunch 
duty? 

Busing should be 1 child per seat. otherwise, there is no distancing 

What is the best way to get hold of someone from the district if we have questions? 

If it is safe, why are your all meeting virtually? 

Thank you Dr.Damsker for such good information. What are your thoughts on 
special needs students not wearing masks? Will that be a problem? 

He is a little unclear. Should our masks remain on inside at all time except for mask 
breaks OR can our students remove them over 6 feet? I would prefer mandating 
student wear them all the time. 



As an administrator should we be asking families to stay at home if they went to a 
high case state for 14 days? 

If my child is full time and does not feel well for a couple of days can they take those 
days as cyber on those occasions? Or will that count as sick day and held to 10 day 
out rule? 

can we please not make this political 

I my child has 504 allergy issue. How will food in the class room handled. 

Ms Weed keep your political views out of this meeting! 

What about making Health and PE requirement online to cut down in school time? 

May I speak for 5 minutes please 

What is the plan for choir program? Is it running if not can our high schooler select 
another elective? 

With some kids coming from daycares and before and after school, will they start to 
wear masks when schools open up? Otherwise what’s the point of our children 
wearing them if we can’t have the other children in settings with gatherings. 

What does mandarin classes look like because tone is a main part of the language. 
How do they do that with a mask on.? 

Thank you Kaylin for asking that question. I appreciate it! 

Dr Damsker, thank you for your thoughts on children with special needs ! 

Thank you for posting my question, but children have been taught social interaction 
which is huge, how do we ay you can not interact with another student??? It;s very 
confusing to them 

Sorry for spelling 

“Ideally we are supposed to be cleaning the rooms every day” what does that mean? 
I should hope you can clean the classrooms everyday. 

So - Quakertown will be the “canaries in the coal mine.” 
The other districts will be watching us! 

Will any board members commit to coming into sub when needed, since it is so 
safe? Will district admin commit? 

Maybe kids didn't learn because you made it optional? Thoughts? 

Keith, you are correct, but we are talking YOUNG kids, not medical professionals! 

Comment: Virtual learning did not go well because it was done in an EMERGENCY 
situation with NO STANDARD for students to show up for legal reasons. Please do 
not look at the data and assume that these students cannot learn virtually. With 
training, teachers can do well as can students. 

don't forget you are talking about kids....the young ones will be very hard to control in 
terms of making them not touch things, keep their masks on, etc.. 

6 or more until we know more. Some kids live with immune-compromised and elderly 
citizens. Mask and 6 feet. 



We have three wonderful food banks in Q-town. 

Again, why are YOU meeting virtually, when you could be at the DSC, then stream 
the session, since your previous response has been "we can't fit everyone in there". 
You want to meet virtually, but want faculty and staff to go live. 

Yes, and a lot of European schools subsequently went virtual due to outbreaks. 

Why do you all keep using Europe as an example. Our country is in a overall 
different spot as it is. 

6 feet. 6 feet. THANK YOU! Why lower our standards? Why not try for 6 feet? Other 
districts are not opening to watch what happens with us. Show them and the world 
that we care. 6 feet. 

In regard to A/B: People go A/B because they want students to be spaced out for 
kids and staff. People also pick A/B because they are thinking of others who need all 
day more than their kids. 

I *THINK* that I heard Dr. Damsker say that if a student finds out after being with a 
class all day that he or she has COVID but that student got it from a relative from 
Florida rather than the school , the rest of the students wouldn't be notified or 
isolated. It sounds like that he felt this will prevent schools or classes from starting 
and stopping. It seems as if he just plans to notify if it is shared between 2 people 
who are both from school. Please clarify if I heard this correctly. 

Wouldn’t it be easier to hire subs through the district directly? I know North Penn SD 
in Montgomery County does that. 

Subs in North Penn School District get $140 per day and they are hired directly by 
the district. I think it will be more cost-effective for QCSD to hire subs directly like 
that. 

In regard to substitutes, certain school districts DO pay more and pull from subs in 
our district. I used to substitute through ESS. I could have gone to Souderton for 
more money. As an ESS sub, you list three districts where you would like to work so 
you are not committed to one like QCSD. You go online and see which jobs are free 
and sign up for a job. You pick the schools that you like and avoid those you learn to 
avoid. This is what all substitutes do. If you hire BUILDING or DISTRICT subs and 
pay well, you will have more subs for your schools. Consistent subs are better for 
children as well. 

If subs aware a statewide problem why don’t we ask the governor for funds for this 
problem 

How will substitute teachers be trained to teach to live, hybrid, and virtual students. I 
think they may not be ready to teach virtually. You may be better off hiring several 
“extra” teachers full time to be ready. I know we don’t have the money. 

Pa job link partnership??? 

How safe are the chemicals to be used to disinfect buildings? What are you using? 

Where is all the prep time for these virtual lesson planning coming from for the 
teachers if they are not live streaming? 



So, I would like to know, in your opinions, what YOU think is the best course of 
action for our students, our teachers, and our district… without being politically 
correct. Thank You. 

Has the school attempted a situation where someone is presenting material to a 
class (of teachers) and live streaming it to other teachers at home to see if this is 
possible to do all day in all rooms across the district and in the community? Could 
the teacher handle the students in the class as well as the students at home? Will 
students get the attention they need? Will teachers be able to do both jobs at once 
while also making sure kids are wearing masks and learning? I would love the 
school to attempt to actually model what teachers will be doing with a group of 
volunteers and the board members--half of the group at their home and the other 
half in school with masks with 6 feet distancing. Please have the board attempt this 
with the school administration to see how it will look for our children. 

Is the District going to help with the cost of LifeSpan’s before/after care due to the 
additional hours that will be needed as a result of the shortened day? 

How is the air circulation at QE? 

If my child goes to school full live can it be changed to hybrid or virtual if things get 
worse? 
 


